2003 Meeting Summary

The 2003 meeting was held at Monsanto’s Creve Coeur Campus in St Louis, MO (August 11-12).  To kickoff the meeting, regional Chapter member and SETAC NA Board Member, Chris Ingersoll gave a presentation on what is new with SETAC in 2003. The theme of this years meeting was transgenic plant biotechnology and the afternoon plenary session focused on ecological and human assessments for biotech crops.  Displays and literature that was handed out centered around many aspects of transgenic plant technology. 

This years meeting was organized and hosted by Steve Levine of the Monsanto company and Paul Morris of the Missouri DNR.  At the meeting we had 14 paying students and 17 paying non-students for registration and membership and 5 non-paying speakers were in attendance.  For those of you not in attendance, we had a number of outstanding student poster and platform presentations. A file containing the meeting schedule and abstracts is posted on the OP-SETAC website.  

This years meeting was in the black with a small net gain.  The OP-SETAC Chapter thanks its sponsors that include Bayer, Monsanto and ABC laboratories. Bayer’s sponsorship supports the first prize award for the student platform session and Monsanto’s award sponsors the first prize award for the student poster session.

Board meeting: 

The major topic under discussion at the board meeting was the proposal to have a joint meeting with the Midwest regional SETAC Chapter in 2004.  The OP Board voted in favor of a joint meeting with the Midwest Chapter to be held March 3 –5 in La Crosse, Wisconsin. The in coming President of the Midwest Chapter is Sue Beach of the 3M Company and she will be organizing the meeting with Joel Coats of Iowa State, the incoming President of the OP Chapter. 

Student competition winners:

Platform presentation: 

1st place: Kelly Wilhelms for the presentation “Failure of Dietary Atrazine to Alter Reproductive Development in Male Japanese Quail.”   

2nd place: Chad Boekman for the presentation “Using Microcosms to Assess the Effects of Copper on Invertebrate Community Development in Ephemeral Wetlands.”

3rd place: Sara Watt for the presentation “Using Microcosms to Assess the Effects of Copper on Invertebrate Community Development in Ephemeral Wetlands.”

Poster presentation:

1st place: Bryan Clark for the presentation “Development of Bioassays for Analysis of Transgenic Corn (Zea mays) Expressing Bt Toxin.”

2nd place: Keri Henderson for the presentation “Fate of 14C-atrazine and 14C-metolachlor in vegetated and unvegetated soil systems.”

3rd place: Lee Ann Tome-Moeller for the presentation “Effects of Zinc and Cadmium Exposure on Developing Red-eared Slider Turtles (Trachemys scripta).”

