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January 2003 Board Meeting:

The winter Board meeting was held at Monsanto’s Creve Coeur campus in St Louis, MO. Almost all of Board members were in attendance and those that could not attend teleconferenced in. The Board primarily discussed our upcoming annual meeting and membership.  In an attempt to increase attendance at the regional meeting Steve Levine proposed to have a shorter meeting this year during the work week and to have the meeting in August rather than May.  The Board was in favor of the proposal and agreed to try this strategy to increase attendance over the previous year. The minutes for the winter board meeting are posted on the OP-SETAC website, http://wwwaux.cerc.cr.usgs.gov/opsetac/
Annual Chapter Meeting:

The 2003 meeting was held at Monsanto’s Creve Coeur Campus in St Louis, MO (August 11-12).  To kickoff the meeting, regional Chapter member and SETAC NA Board Member, Chris Ingersoll gave a presentation on what is new at SETAC in 2003. The theme of this years meeting was “Transgenic Plant Biotechnology” and the afternoon plenary session focused on ecological and human assessments for biotech crops.  Displays and literature that was handed out centered around many aspects of transgenic plant technology. 

This years meeting was organized and hosted by Steve Levine of the Monsanto company and Paul Morris of the Missouri DNR.  At the meeting we had 14 paying students and 17 paying non-students for registration and membership and 5 non-paying speakers were in attendance.  This was a significant increase in attendance compared to the previous year.  This increase was a function of having the meeting at a central location in the region and holding the meeting during the work week, rather than over the weekend.  A file containing the meeting schedule and abstracts is posted on the OP-SETAC website.  

Congratulations to Kelly Wilhelms of Iowa State University for winning the best student platform Presentation titled “Failure of Dietary Atrazine to Alter Reproductive Development in Male Japanese Quail.”  Chad Boeckman and Sara Watt came in second and third, respectively.

Congratulations again to Bryan Clark from Joel Coat’s laboratory  who won the poster competition with the poster titled “Development of Bioassays for Analysis of Transgenic Corn (Zea mays) Expressing Bt Toxin.”   Keri Henderson and Lee Ann Tome-Moeller came in second and third, respectively.

This years meeting was in the black with a small net gain.  The OP-SETAC Chapter thanks its sponsors that include Bayer AgroScience ($500 donation for best student paper), Monsanto Company ($500 donation for best student poster and $400 dollars for annual meeting overhead costs) and  ABC laboratories ($100 donation). 

Although our meeting was small this year, we continue to have high quality meetings and

foster a positive student learning and networking environment.

August 12, 2003 Board meeting:

The major topic under discussion at the board meeting was the proposal to have a joint meeting with the Midwest regional SETAC Chapter in 2004.  The OP Board voted in favor of a joint meeting with the Midwest Chapter to be held March 3 –5 in La Crosse, Wisconsin. The incoming President of the Midwest Chapter is Sue Beach of the 3M Company and she will be organizing the meeting with Joel Coats of Iowa State, the incoming President of the OP Chapter.
2003 Board of Directors:                                                                                                           Jason Belden (board member, 2002-2004, Southern Illinois University), Joe Bidwell (board member, 2003-2005, Oklahoma State University), Joel Coats (Vice President, 2003-2005, Iowa State University), Keri Henderson (Secretary, 2003-2005, Iowa State University), Steve Levine (President, 2001-2003, Monsanto Company), Tim Madsen (Treasurer, 2001-2003, ABC Laboratories), Paul Morris (board member, 2003-2005, Missouri DNR), Tom Orr (board member, 2003-2005, Southern Illinois University), and Jeannie Roper Hayward (board member, 2001-2003, University of Missouri).

New Board Nominations:

Board nominations will be made at the November Board meeting in Austin.

Chapter Makeup:
The Chapter currently has just over 40 members.  Of these, roughly 15% are in government, 60% are in academia, 25% are in industry.  We hope to expand the government component of our membership.

Newsletter
Keri Henderson a Graduate Student at Iowa State University has replaced Jen Anhalt as editor of our newsletter. We thank Keri for coming on board and Jen for her years of service. As with many other Chapters, we are changing to an electronic version of our newsletter.  

Website:
John Besser is our webmaster and has done an excellent job in developing our website, which is now on the “Regional Chapters”, area of the SETAC website. The website has become an important focus for informing our membership of Chapter activities, 

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Levine, President
